Paulo Coelho, Brazilian novelist and lyricist (b. 1947) After 10 years as Editor-in-Chief, supervising more than 40 issues of the Canadian Association of Radiologists Journal (CARJ ), and reviewing and making decisions on over a thousand articles, the time has come to hand over this responsibility to a new editorial team. Those of you that remember the previous CARJ prior to 2008 will likely acknowledge that vast number of changes have occurred in the journal.
Over the past 10 years, the impact factor of the CARJ has improved and the number of submissions has increaseddthis year over 180 articles were submitted. Many of these are from authors around the world increasing the profile of the journal in the academic radiology community. Articles on radiology education and resident training (most of which have been particularly relevant to a Canadian audience) have also risen in number. The CARJ now also publishes national Canadian Association of Radiologists (CAR)-sponsored guidelines on a regular basis, a feature widely utilized by our readership.
Numerous challenges remain for the journal, however. The CARJ remains a relatively small national journal and, as such, we are sometimes viewed as journal of last resort by submitting authors. Articles are often not sent to us until they have been refused by other periodicals. This remains the case, even for articles originating from Canadian sources. This, of course, becomes a self-fulfilling prophesy, as it becomes difficult for the CARJ to increase its impact factor and profile if the very best and highest impact articles are routinely published elsewhere. Another challenge has been to arrange for swift, high-quality review of articles that are submitted to the CARJ. Although an effort is made to recruit reviewers from around the world, the majority of reviewers are, as might be expected, Canadian. This means the CARJ has a smaller pool of reviewers than many larger international journals, making it more difficult to get articles reviewed. Although this is hardly unique issue for the Canadian journal (as I have found out from my contacts with medical journal editors throughout the world), it remains a persisting frustration. Although many authors are willing to submit their article for publication in the CARJ, even when their articles are published, only a small subset agree to participate in producing peer reviews. Over the last decade, the whole concept of peer review has been undergoing considerable evolution, with many new models of peer review being discussed. What the future holds in this regard remains an open question.
These and many other challenges are being taken on by the new editor-in-chief. He will need the support and encouragement of the Canadian radiology community so that the CARJ can continue to move from strength to strength. I would certainly encourage the CAR board to meet regularly with him and provide him with the resources and encouragement that are required in order that the CARJ can grow and become more robust and influential. It will also be necessary to have an actively engaged publisher that will actively promote and increase the profile of the CARJ throughout the world.
One thing which I had explored and had attempted to launch is a joint initiative between the CAR and the CARJ to promote radiologic journalism for residents and junior radiologists. At the present time, radiologic publication and peer review is not taught in a systematic way across all radiology programs in the country. The deficiency in training could be addressed by the creation of a national program or course, possibly in conjunction with the annual CAR meeting. All of this would certainly be helpful in assisting radiologists early in their career to know how to do research, write papers, and perform peer review. Even for those who are not interested in pursuing research and publication, such a course would assist in making Canadian radiologists more astute consumers of the radiology literature. Radiologic research and publication is entering a new era now that open access journals are available. A tidal wave of new publications is growing, and the ability to discern wheat from chaff will be crucial in assisting the radiology practitioner in assimilating accurate new information.
I very much enjoyed most aspects of being editor-in-chief. I believe the journal has improved and grown, and this has been a very satisfying experience. I have met numerous people that I otherwise would have not had the opportunity to interact with and made many new friends. I am greatly indebted to my deputy editors Drs Kieran Murphy, Savvas Nicolaou, David Valenti and Michael O'Keeffe and my editorial assistant Mr Michael Mudri, who have assisted me in this challenging task, and I join them in wishing the new editorial team every success.
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